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Create tomorrow.
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Ngalak kaadatj ngalang wadjak moort 
wirin keniny, kawininy, kakarookiny wer 
warangkiny. We acknowledge our Wadjak 
families’ spirits celebrating, laughing, 
dancing and singing.
The opening acknowledgement has been permitted and 
translated by Noongar Linguist, Sharon Gregory.



PRINCIPAL’S WELCOME
Welcome to John Curtin College of the Arts, 
Western Australia’s only selective arts college. 

We are a leader in public education. Our commitment 
to developing creativity, innovation and imagination in 
every student is at the forefront of our teaching  
and learning. 

We provide all students with an innovative and 
challenging education that encourages them to 
excel across all curriculum areas. Our values driven 
and holistic approach to education in a caring and 
supportive environment engages students to be 
motivated, curious and passionate in all aspects of 
their schooling. We respect the personal journeys 
of our students and encourage individual growth 
and personal excellence. The diversity of each 
student’s needs is met through inclusive learning 
practices and opportunities throughout the College.

Our students are socially, culturally and environmentally aware 
and appreciative of the world around them. At John Curtin 
we are dedicated to creating tomorrow’s leaders, providing 
them with the collaborative, problem solving and critical and 
creative thinking skills to thrive in a contemporary world. 

The Arts is the vehicle to develop these skills and is the essential 
driver behind a STEM education. All subject areas have critical 
and creative thinking at their core and students develop their 
STEM skills in collaboration with their Arts programs. STEM 
practices are integrated through a multi-disciplinary and 
inclusive approach across all learning areas at the College. 
This enables students to develop attributes and skills to be 
adaptable and innovative which has a positive impact on who 
they are, and how they interact in the community and the 
world. This approach holds our students in good stead to study 
and train in various fields and enter a diverse workforce. 

The creative, engaging and multifaceted process of The Arts 
builds communication skills and confidence in students. This 
process is embedded through a rich technological environment 
to create balance in students’ education and love of learning. 

Travis Vladich Principal
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“ Creative intelligence is the 
intelligence of the future.”

TRAVIS VLADICH PRINCIPAL
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A UNIQUE EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE

At John Curtin, your child will take part in an 
exceptional and balanced academic program. 

A unique curriculum for Gifted and Talented Arts students and those 
identified as intellectually gifted, is delivered at the College. John Curtin 

gives students opportunities for extension, acceleration and enrichment, 
in The Arts, specialist Football and in all academic studies.

Students study their Arts course alongside other core academic 
subjects of Mathematics, English, Science and Humanities and 

Social Sciences. They also have access to Design and Technology, 
Languages (Italian), Home Economics, Business Education, 

Computing, Health and Physical Education programs.

Our exemplary Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) practices are multi-disciplinary, 

project-based tasks where students learn to transfer 
their skills across all areas of learning with a focus of 

developing creative intelligence in all students.

Academic Balance
Academic balance is about creating pathways of 

choice. The focus on a well-rounded education 
allows students to continue careers in the arts 

industry or pursue careers in numerous other 
professions including medicine, engineering, 

law, education, politics and science.

Providing our students with an education 
that helps them prepare to be confident 

communicators, future leaders, role models 
and proactive community members.

“At John Curtin College of the Arts, we 
provide a safe and inclusive learning 
environment for all students. Our 
values driven and holistic approach 
to education engages students to be 
committed, dedicated and passionate 
in all aspects of their schooling.” 

Judy Hendrickse Deputy Principal 
of Arts and Innovation 

Inspiring the Mind

---



Curiosity, Imagination  
and Innovation
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A UNIQUE EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE



Continuous learning and teaching 
Motivating passion and engagement
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GIFTED AND TALENTED EDUCATION
John Curtin College of the Arts identifies the potential 
talent of students in ballet, contemporary dance, drama, 
media arts, music, music theatre and visual arts. 

We are committed to exemplary practices in 
Gifted and Talented education, where students 
use their gifts and passion for The Arts to achieve 
their academic goals across all years of study.

Our Gifted and Talented program delivery is based on a differentiated model which 
takes into account the needs and abilities of all students and ensures that they are 
provided with appropriately paced, extended and challenging learning experiences.

Students work with like-minded peers, which creates a sense of belonging 
and motivates the achievement of excellence in all areas of study. This occurs 
in a supportive and dynamic environment with teachers who have specialised 
expertise and understanding of gifted and talented education practice.

OUR PROGRAMS
All our Gifted and Talented Arts 
programs combine theoretical and 
practical, performance-based work 
allowing students to develop a deeper 
understanding of their art form and 
enrich their learning experience.

Ballet
Our vocational Ballet program provides 
students with the necessary hours of 
intensive training required to pursue ballet 
as a career and encourage their creativity. 
Through an integrated program, students 
will participate in classes, workshops and 
additional performance opportunities 
including being part of Project Company, 
a professional performance company 
that provides additional opportunities 
to perform in full-length ballets. 

Contemporary Dance
In our contemporary Dance program 
students are challenged with intensive 
training through an integrated program 
to develop their imagination and creative 
sense of expression. Students explore a 
range of different genres of dance including 
classical ballet, Spanish and contemporary. 

Drama
Our one-of-a-kind Drama program allows 
students to develop a high level of drama 
skills alongside other gifted performing 
arts students. Students explore drama 
conventions, cultivate academic and 
theoretical understanding, and workshop 
practical skills to expand their knowledge 
and develop their critical thinking skills. 

Media Arts
Our Media Arts program allows students to 
develop skills in design areas including new 
media, radio, film and television production. 
Students can pursue their specific interests 
in visual and audio editing, audio recording 
and manipulation, filming and digital 
photography, production roles, crew roles, 
script writing, directing, radio and print media 
editing and audio recording, focusing on 
the process to enhance problem solving. 

Music
Our dynamic Music program gives 
your child a high standard of music 
education and training to lead to music 
excellence. Students are part of large 
and small orchestral, band, choral, vocal 
and instrumental ensembles and receive 
individual instrumental lessons. Our Music 
program allows students to deepen their 
understanding of instrumental technique 
and develop well-rounded musicianship.

Music Theatre
Our popular Music Theatre program 
combines the triple threats of dance, 
drama and music, and allows students 
to combine music and dance technique 
with creative expression and innovation. 
The program focuses on music aural 
and theory development and developing 
performance skills through character 
and dance. Students learn vocal skills 
through small group voice lessons.

Visual Arts
Our Visual Arts program gives students 
outstanding creative opportunities to 
cultivate their artistic skills and knowledge. 
They learn through a stimulating mix of visual 
inquiry, studio work, exhibition and critical and 
historical reflection. Students explore and 
experiment with a range of diverse media.

Performance and Exhibition
Performance and exhibition are key 
components of our programs and all students 
have the opportunity to showcase a range 
of diverse works in a variety of arts spaces. 
Throughout the year students present their 
art form and creative work in performances, 
exhibitions and professional settings. 

Industry Professionals
All Gifted and Talented students work with 
professional artists, actors, designers, 
directors, choreographers and performers 
who share their expertise. Our tutors and 
guest artists are of the highest calibre 
with professional industry experience. 

Many of our teachers are also gifted 
academics and performers and bring 
their practical industry knowledge to their 
teaching. They are well connected to their 
industry and can access arts industry-based 
professionals, such as tutors and artists-
in-residence, to enrich students’ learning. 

Enrichment Program
A unique feature to John Curtin College of the 
Arts is our Enrichment program, designed 
to reinforce the holistic and evolving nature 
of The Arts. Enrichment provides all enrolled 
students at the College the opportunity 
to work with a range of peers in a diverse 
environment. Through exposure to different 
art forms, students develop attributes 
and skills which impact positively on their 
sense of self and creative expression.

“The College values and methods are expertly thought out, designed meticulously to improve 
engagement, enrichment and future careers for all students which is incredibly well taught 
by experienced staff members. The Drama program helps all students to express their more 
creative side while also teaching discipline, focus and control over their body, voice and working 
collaboratively with others. Drama can be applied to nearly all career paths not just theatre 
and film so it is perfect for my endeavours in the scientific medical field.” Kobi Pearce Year 8
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Football Program 
As Western Australia’s leading Football 
program in secondary schools, students 
receive specialised coaching from expert 
football teachers who are accredited with the 
Football Federation of Australia and Asian 
Football Confederation ‘B’ and ‘C’ Advanced 
Coaching Licences. 

John Curtin College of the Arts Football 
Program is committed to enabling our 
students to use their gifts as advanced 
young football players, to empower them 
to progress in all facets of their education 
and personal growth, to help them become 
the best person they can be. We will enable 
them, through a myriad of College-wide 
opportunities, to build capacity in personal, 
academic and sporting pursuits. 

We have delivered a high quality, specialist 
Football program since 1990 and were the 
first school in Western Australia to offer 
football as a specialist subject. Our unique 
program was established after extensive 
consultation and was developed with the 
assistance of Football West. In the past 
30 years, more than 700 students have 
graduated from the program and currently 
there are 150 students in the program across 
Years 7–12. As one of the Department of 
Education’s Approved Specialist Programs, 
our Football program is designed to develop 
knowledge, understanding and skills to 
bring out the best in our students and enable 
them to reach their potential. The College 
has produced 25 national representatives, 
with eight graduate students now earning 
a living playing in Australia or internationally, 
as well as many others who play in local 
teams as part of their social networks.

We are one of four schools across Australia 
to host the Football Federation of Australia 
High Performance Football School Program.

The Football program is supported by 
Football West and Perth Glory Football Club.

Academic Excellence Program
We use a range of diverse processes 
to identify intellectual giftedness in the 
Academic Domain through English, 
Humanities, Mathematics and Science 
courses. The Years 7–10 programs are based 
on the research of Dr Françoys Gagné.  

In this program students are provided 
with an accelerated, extended and 
enriched curriculum to meet the needs 
of gifted adolescent learners in their 
journey to achieve their personal best.   

It is important that our processes identify 
gifted learners, as extensive research 
indicates that these students are at risk 
of not achieving their capabilities due 
to emotional, physical, motivational and 
social factors, often coupled with specific 
learning differences. AEP students 
are a diverse and unique cohort.

We recognise that intellectually gifted 
students may not consistently demonstrate 
high achievement due to many factors, but 
the need to be with their intellectually gifted 
peers provides the vital opportunity to feel 
a sense of belonging within their cohort.  

John Curtin College of the Arts uses the 
following identification processes to identify 
intellectually gifted students with a balance of 
assessing both achievement and potential:  

Initial Evidence  
• Australian Selective Achievement Test – ASAT  
• Nelson Test for Potential  
• psychological reports  

Ongoing Evidence  
• NAPLAN achievement tests  
• academic progress  
• psychological reports  

Our AEP staff are committed to ongoing 
learning and collaboration to ensure consistently 
high-quality teaching and creating learning 
opportunities and environments that enable 
the natural ability of each of their students 
to emerge, be nurtured and to flourish. 

There is a focus on sustaining a passion for 
learning through creative resourcing, wellness 
and an emphasis on inspiring minds through 
curiosity, innovation and imagination.

Vocational Education and Training
As a Registered Training Organisation 
(RTO50549) we provide nationally 
recognised certificate courses in arts 
industry qualifications. These courses involve 
industry standard training and real-life work 
experiences equipping students to seek 
employment, acquire transferable skills 
or pursue further tertiary education.  The 
College partners with external RTOs through 
an auspicing arrangement for Sport and 
Recreation and Workplace Skills qualifications 
delivered at the College by the staff.

As of 2022, the College offers students the 
opportunity to participate in the Flexi program. 
This program provides three possible 
pathways, one day a week, for Years 11 and 
12 students. Students may attend a profile 
funded TAFE course, work place Learning 
or a private training organisation through 
Fee for Service. Students in Years 9 and 10 
are offered TAFE Try-A-Trade courses to 
experience the different opportunities and 
courses that may be offered in Senior School.  

Typically, Senior School students will 
be able to study a combination of ATAR 
and/or General subjects with an internal 
or external VET certificate course.
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OUR HISTORY
Opening in 1956 as one of Western Australia’s first academic 
secondary schools, our students are surrounded with tradition 
and rich history. John Curtin College of the Arts has successfully 
delivered quality Arts programs for more than 35 years.

School Beginnings
Fremantle Free Grammar School, a 
co-educational school, opened on the 
site in 1856 and later became Fremantle 
Boys’ School and Princess May Girls’ 
School. The first permanent building 
on the site of today’s College was a 
manual arts building completed in 1943.

John Curtin Senior High School (named 
after one of Australia’s greatest prime 
ministers) was founded in 1954 from 
the merger of Fremantle Boys’ School 
and Princess May Girls’ School. The 
College commenced operation in the 
present building in 1956. For its first 
ten years the College was one of the 
largest in the state (2600 students). As 
other high schools were established 
in surrounding districts, enrolments 
declined and the annexes were closed.

John Curtin was the first school 
in Australia to offer Theatre Arts 
and Dance as specialist subjects. 
Programs for Gifted and Talented 
Dance and Drama students have been 
offered at the College since 1973.

The school was also the first in Australia 
to have a specialist Soccer program. 
Established in 1990, the specialist 
Soccer Excellence program at John 
Curtin has firmly established itself as 
Western Australia’s leading Soccer 
program in secondary schools.

College of the Arts
In 1999, the Hon Colin Barnett, 
Minister for Education, approved the 
proposal to establish a secondary 
school specialising in The Arts on the 
site occupied by John Curtin Senior 
High School. The College was to 
be a model for how Arts should be 
integrated into a student’s learning.

In 2000, formal recognition of more 
than three decades of excellence 
in The Arts at John Curtin occurred 
with the re-badging of the school 
to John Curtin College of the Arts. 
This was the first step in the process 
of increasing specialisation for 
gifted and talented students.

In 2004, the addition of a state-of-the-
art performing arts facility was unveiled 
with the Curtin Theatre, the first building 
of its kind in a public school in this state.

Selective College of the Arts
In 2008, the first intake of Year 8 
students for Gifted and Talented 
Visual Arts and Music programs were 
welcomed to and joined the existing 
Ballet, Contemporary Dance, Drama, 
Music Theatre and Media Arts GAT 
programs at the College. With the 
majority of GAT Arts programs of any 
school across WA, the College was 
classified as one of only two selective 
public schools in Western Australia.

John Curtin College of the Arts was 
chosen as a selective Arts school 
due to its long and successful history 
of delivering quality Arts programs 
and its provision of a specialised 
differentiated curriculum for Gifted 
and Talented Arts students and those 
identified as academically talented, 
providing them with opportunities 
for extension and enrichment.

Independent Public School
In 2009, the Hon Dr Elizabeth Constable 
MLA, Minister for Education selected 
the College as one of the first schools 
in Western Australia to become 
an Independent Public School. 

In recent years the College has 
been acknowledged as the Western 
Australian Secondary School of the Year 
and won the Governor’s School STEM 
Award for Leadership Excellence.
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LEARNING AND TEACHING 
Exceptional Teachers
Quality teaching drives our students’ learning. 
Our dedicated teachers, chosen specifically 
for their specialist knowledge and expertise, 
are committed to providing a comprehensive 
educational program that develops and supports 
excellence in all aspects of our students’ education. 

All teachers are committed to fostering individuality, 
creativity and self-expression. They encourage 
students’ curiosity and intrinsic motivation to 
learn and provide self-directed learning.

Whilst our teachers are experts and leaders in 
their fields, they also have a firm understanding 
of the interdisciplinary connections between 
subjects and the transferable skills of both 
arts and core academic subjects. 

In their classrooms, studios and performance spaces, 
teachers encourage and inspire students to develop 
their critical thinking and communication skills and 
create authentic project-based learning experiences. 

Our teachers recognise and support each 
student’s way of learning and communicating 
and endeavour to create an environment where 
students can thrive. This helps our students 
gain the necessary confidence, resilience and 
perseverance to pursue and communicate their 
ideas for when they enter their future careers.

Professional Learning
All College staff are required to complete professional 
development in understanding Gifted and Talented 
students and all teachers keep abreast of current 
curriculum developments within their learning area. 

The College’s Professional Learning Academy allows 
teachers to broaden and develop their teaching techniques 
and environment, improve students’ learning to create flexible 
and motivated learners, and explores how to practically 
incorporate these ideas into their classrooms and lessons. It 
is a platform for collaborative sharing for teachers in all areas, 
broadening cross curricular opportunities and learning.

Our College is also a Teacher Development School, 
which involves facilitating professional development 
for other teachers in more than 400 schools.

Learning for life
Resilience, perseverance and reflection
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Learning for life
Resilience, perseverance and reflection
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Our exceptional and professional 
facilities enable students to 
experience diverse artistic and 
performance opportunities. Our 
contemporary performing arts 
facility is located on campus. The 
fully resourced and operating Curtin 
Theatre seats 470 and is superbly 
equipped for drama, dance and 
musical performances. This theatre 
is ideal for teaching young people 
and developing their understanding 
of performance spaces, allowing 
them to experience all aspects of 
production including front of house, 
costume and set design and stage 
management. Students also work 
and perform in the more intimate 
black box Ellen Street Theatre 
and the open-air amphitheatre, 
developing their knowledge of 
how performance spaces can 
influence their creative work. 

In response to the growth of 
our College, we have created 
an outdoor arts space within 
the main quadrangle. We are 
further developing this space by 
increasing its size and incorporating 
a cover, offering protection for 
both audiences and students.

In addition to our theatres, 
students’ academic learning and 
arts experiences are enriched by 
our learning spaces and facilities. 
Students have access to professional 
rehearsal spaces, such as dance 
studios with sprung floors, ballet 
barres and mirrored walls, and art 
studios and exhibition spaces. Our 
television and recording studio, 
photography darkroom and Mac Labs 
give students high-end equipment 
and space to produce quality work. 

We are excited to announce that 
we will be constructing a state-of-
the-art Music Centre on campus 
to be completed in 2024. The 
new precinct will include two 
double-height orchestra rooms, 
eight sound-proof practice rooms, 
instrument storage space and an 
outdoor courtyard stage area with 
ocean views. This new facility will 
enhance the learning experience 
for students with its exceptional 
acoustics and innovative design as 
well as provide another inspiring 
creative arts performance space. 

Other facilities, including the multi-
purpose space Learning Centre, 
resourced science labs and study 
areas, allow students and teachers to 
be creative, motivated and productive.

OUR LEARNING SPACES
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ICT in the Classroom

The College uses a diverse range of software applications 
to support the delivery of an enriched curriculum, including 
Microsoft Office 365 and Adobe Creative Cloud. The 
College currently provides a mixed-platform computer 
environment giving students experience with both Microsoft 
Windows and Apple macOS operating environments.

We have nine dedicated computer labs and a library with more 
than 50 computers. The College has ubiquitous wireless access 
on the grounds. Students can access their files, course outlines 
and grades online. Microsoft Office 365 is a free download 
while Adobe software can be purchased at a discounted rate.

We encourage and enable our students to:

• be inspired to apply creative 
thinking and design processes 
to generate and test new ideas 
and co-create solutions

• become discerning users of 
technology and choose the 
right tools at the right time

• navigate the digital environment 
responsibly, safely and ethically, 
to maximise opportunities 
in learning, work and life

• personalise their learning, and 
use technology to generate new 
ideas and new ways to learn

• be empowered to use 
technology to create, use and 
communicate complex ideas 
clearly and effectively for a range 
of purposes and audiences

• take an active and strategic 
role in using technology to 
achieve learning outcomes

• be critical consumers of 
information to enrich their 
learning and broaden 
their understanding

• model positive and responsible 
use of technology, focusing on 
wellbeing, cyber safety, global 
citizenship, cultural competence 
and ethical practices

• be well prepared to take the next 
step beyond school into further 
education, training or work.
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NURTURING THE PERSON
Our College provides a values rich 
culture that celebrates and supports 
personal integrity, positive behaviour 
and academic excellence. We aim to 
promote a strong sense of belonging, 
social responsibility, individual wellbeing 
and the pursuit of lifelong learning goals.

We prioritise students’ social, emotional, 
mental and physical health by 
providing a safe and supportive school 
environment. Developing students’ 
emotional intelligence and resilience 
is part of our commitment to creating 
motivated and engaged young people.

Whole College Approach 
to Health and Wellbeing 
Members of our College treat each other 
with respect, care and compassion. 
Student care is central to everything we do 
to meet the personal, social and academic 
needs of students through relationships, 
engagement, support and respect.

Our Mission
Connect: Our students are actively 
connected to their learning, have a 
positive and respectful relationships 
and experience a sense of belonging.

Nurture: Our students are encouraged, 
respected and valued, supported 
and empowered to succeed. 

Inspire: Our students grow, 
flourish and do well. 

Wellbeing Team 
Student wellbeing is the responsibility 
of every member of staff at the 
College. At John Curtin we strive to 
create a culture in which every student 
experiences a sense of belonging to 
the school community; of being known 
and understood as an individual; and 
of staff who care about each student’s 
overall progress and wellbeing.

Classroom Teachers
Classroom teachers play a vital role in 
student care. Our teachers are excellent 
observers and listeners. They are our first 
responders, our early warning system 
to spot potential wellbeing problems. 

Classroom teachers:
• provide a safe and welcoming 

classroom environment
• promote positive health and wellbeing
• are familiar with the signs of 

potential mental health problems
• follow referral pathways.

Specialist Teachers 
and Professionals
To support classroom teachers, 
the College has a team of specialist 
teachers and professionals. The Student 
Services team is comprised of the 
Heads of Student Services and student 
coordinators, psychologists, nurses, 
chaplain, course advisors, learning 
support and allied support staff. 

Student Services
Working in partnership with students, 
teachers and parents, our dedicated 
Student Services team supports students 
in all areas of their school experience, to 
achieve the best possible educational 
outcomes and career pathways in a 
safe and caring learning environment. 

Student services assists with the 
transition to high school, learning support, 
attendance, academic monitoring and 
support, subject selection and career 
guidance, and social, emotional, mental 
and physical wellbeing. We value students’ 
school experience and aim to ensure 
students are supported both in and out of 
the classroom. Our on-site College nurse 
and psychologist ensure students have 
access to assistance and guidance in 
every area of their health and wellbeing. 

Learning Support
PROPEL is a holistic, student centred 
and cross curricular program providing 
support and pastoral care to students 
who indicate various traits that impact 
their learning. These may include learning 
disabilities or mental health disorders 
and/or dual exceptionalities – students 
who are both gifted and learning disabled. 
PROPEL also caters for students who 
come from an EAL/D background 
where English is not their first language. 
The program’s breadth of service from 
Years 7–12 targets the population of 
students with learning difficulties and 
gifted students who are underachieving, 
making it unique in Western Australia.

Careers
The course advisors work as part of the 
Student Services team to advise students 
and parents about course selections, 
along with tertiary and vocational options. 
This includes planning, developing and 
coordinating course advisory programs 
with a particular emphasis on Years 10, 
11 and 12, which is individualised to each 
student’s aims, aspirations and potential 
and supports a range of career pathways.

Parents as Partners
Our parental community is highly engaged 
and has a strong connection to their child’s 
education. We encourage all parents to be 
active in their child’s secondary schooling 
by participating on the College Board, 
Arts Parent Support Group and the P & C.
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Providing a safe and  
inclusive environment

Supporting physical and 
mental wellbeing
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OUR STUDENT EXPERIENCE 

Connecting with Community
Social, cultural and environmental responsibility

Follow the Dream
At our College every student has 
the ability to succeed and we aim to 
prepare our students to flourish in 
the workforce and in their journeys 
through life. To support this goal for our 
students who identify with Australian 
First Nations heritage, we have been 
selected to run a program called Follow 
the Dream, an initiative created by the 
Polly Farmer Foundation. Follow the 
Dream supports the aspirations of 
First Nations students to successfully 
complete their secondary schooling. 
Follow the Dream is a tutoring and 
mentoring program which provides 
afterschool tuition, individual mentoring 
support and case management in 
cooperation with schools. The program 
supports Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander secondary school 
students to complete 

Year 12, enter tertiary studies or 
undertake other post-school training 
or employment. Each program is 
facilitated by a Follow the Dream 
Coordinator with support from tutors. 
The program aims to offer a flexible 
approach, with several successful 
models being implemented in schools. 
FTD is a fantastic community for 
students to be a part of who are a 
wanting to take school seriously and 
strive to achieve their very best. 

Leadership and Community
A rich suite of opportunities exists 
for students to be engaged in 
leadership activities with positions 
of responsibility ranging from 
Student Council representatives 
to sporting group captains and 
peer support leaders. These 

opportunities give us insight into the voice of our student body, 
increasing a student’s engagement in learning by encouraging 
collaboration between students and their teachers, creating 
and maintaining a positive environment and culture.

There are many diverse extracurricular activities your child 
can participate in, including debating, a Roots and Shoots 
environmental club, a robotics club and a STEM club. There are 
over ten different clubs that are open to all students.

The Boys Project is a highly successful program that provides 
male students with the opportunity to develop their social, 
leadership and collaborative skills by developing responsibility 
for independent learning, creative freedom and respect for their 
peers in all year groups.

The Front of House program is open to any student from Year 9 
with an interest in front of house training. In this out of school hours 
program, students gain skills and knowledge in a practical setting, 
learning about all the front of house aspects of a theatre. 

House System
Our House system gives students an identity and sense of 
pride and achievement in a supportive, secure environment. 
Houses compete for points in a number of academic, 
cultural, community and sporting activities. 

The House system is an integral and vibrant part 
of the school’s culture that reflects and enhances 
the values of the College. It provides positive 
competition and a closer rapport between 
students across all year levels and teachers. 

Peer Support
Our Peer Support program supports our 
students through a successful transition to 
high school and helps to build their sense of 
belonging and connection across the whole 
College. The Peer Support program also 
helps older students develop leadership and 
mentoring skills when they run the program, 
fostering positive connections and relationships 
between students across different year levels. 
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Entrance to John Curtin College of the Arts’ Gifted and 
Talented Program is via the Department of Education. Soccer 
and local enrolments are directly through the College.

Gifted and Talented Arts Programs
All Gifted and Talented program applicants must sit the 
Academic Selective Entrance Test coordinated by the 
Department of Education. The test includes individual 
assessments in the areas of mathematics and science, 
language, writing and non-verbal reasoning. Visit Gifted and 
Talented at www.education.wa.edu.au/gifted-and-talented 

Applicants are required to participate in workshops, auditions 
and interviews. Shortlisted applicants are required to 
participate in an interview and to submit school reports.

Football Program
Applications for the Football Academy/Program are 
directly through the College and begin in Term 1 of Year 
6. Entry is through selection trials, interviews and school 
reports, and is available for students from Years 7–11. 

Local Community Intake
Families living in the College’s catchment areas can 
enrol their children as local intake students.

All enrolled students have equal access to the College’s 
Academic Excellence Program and the Enrichment 
Program. The Music Enrichment Program, which includes 
ensembles, bands and orchestras, is also accessible.

Country Students
For students from country WA, two residential colleges 
provide boarding services for gifted and talented students. 
City Beach Residential College offers priority placement 
for students at John Curtin College of the Arts.

Find out more:

City Beach Residential College 
W  www.education.wa.edu.au/web/citybeachresidentialcollege 
T  (08) 9237 7500

Rotary Residential College 
W  www.rotaryresidentialcollege.com.au
T  (08) 9470 4177

ADMISSIONS
Tours
John Curtin students have opportunities to participate in international 
and interstate festivals, ski, language, soccer and arts tours.

Sustainability
The College encourages students to be environmentally 
responsible and respectful of their natural surroundings. A rich 
infusion of environmental matters is embedded in the curriculum. 
John Curtin is an accredited Wastewise and Waterwise School, 
a member of the Australian Sustainable Schools Initiative in 
Western Australia (AuSSI WA), works with The University of 
Western Australia’s Future Farm and students from the Roots and 
Shoots Club participate in the Department of Environment and 
Conservation’s Millennium Kids Program, working towards solving 
litter problems in schools.

Health and Fitness
Regular health and physical education activities are part of the 
College curriculum. They are designed to improve students’ skill 
levels, interpersonal abilities and general wellbeing, which also 
contributes to their academic performance and overall happiness.

Sporting activities at the College enable students to participate 
in individual and team sports at school and interschool athletics, 
swimming and lightning carnivals.
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www.jc.wa.edu.au

T  (08) 9435 0700
E  johncurtin.col@education.wa.edu.au

90 Ellen Street  Fremantle  WA  6160
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